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DODIFIGATION

The Servicemembers Civil ReHef &ct, comprisiag seo-
tions 501 bto 5156 and 616 bo 506 of this Appendiy, was
origmally enacted a8 aot Oct. 17, 1940, oh. 888, 53 Biat.
1178, wnown ne the Spldiers’ and Sailors' Clvii Reliel
Act of 1949 and amended by aots Oct. 6, 1942, ch. 581, 56
Stat. 7697 July 3, 1044, ok, 397, B8 Statb. 722; Apr. 3, 1948,
ch. 170, 62 Siat. 180; Jupe 23, 1952, ok, 450, 65 Stat. 151,
July 11, 1958, ch. 570, 70 Siat. 398 Pab. L. 85-857, Sepi.
2, 1658, 72 Bist. 1105; Pub. L. 86711, Sept, 8, 1960, T4 Stat,
820; Pob. L. 87.T7L, Oct. &, 1862, 78 Biad. 768, Pub. L.
83-358. Mar. I, 1966, 8D Btak 12, Pub, L. 92-540, Qcb. 24,
1872, 86 Btaf. 1074; Pub. I 102-12, Mar 18 199%, 105 Siag.
34: Pub. L. 104108, ¥Feb, 10, 1595, 110 Btat. 186; Pub. L.
167107, Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat, 1012; Pub, L. 107-388, Des.
6, 2002, 116 Stat, 2820, Sections of the act Dok, 17, 154D,
are shown herein, however, as having been zdded by
Pub. L. 108-15%, §1, Deo. 19, 2003, 117 Stal, 2835, without
reference o the intervening amendments Lisied abovae
becauas of the extensive revision ¢f act Out, 17, 1940, by
Pob. L. 108184

SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS' OIVIL RELIRF AT OF 1918

Former provisions oh this subject were contained in
act Mar. 8, 1918, ¢h. 20, 40 Stat, 440, known as the Sob-
EHers” ard Saliors’ Qivil Reilef Aot of 1814, secbion 101 et
seq. of this Appendiz,

§501. Short title

This Aot {sections 501 1o 536 of this Appsndix)
may be tited as the “Bervicemembers Tivil Re-
lief Act™.

(Qct. 17, 1040, ch. 888, $ Uz}, as added Tudb. L.
108-188, $1, Dee. 18, 2003, 117 Siat. 2835.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior seckion 501, ach Oct, )7, 1940, ch. 38, §1. 3%
Stat. 1178, provided that this Act tould be cited as the
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Boldiers' and Sailors' Relle! Ach of 1D, prier to the

genaral amendment of thiz Aot by Pub, L. 108-18%,
EFPEOTIVE DoTe

Pub. L, 308-188, §3, Dec. 19, 2003, 317 Stat. 2866, vro-
vided thet: *“The amendment made by section 1 {enaot

ing. sections 501 to B1S and 516 o 006 of biis Appendizy ... ... o

shell apply bo any case thai is not final before the date
of the enactnent of this Ack [Dec. 10, 20633 )

SHORT TITLE OF 2006 AMENDMENT
Fub, L. 3111-87, §1, Neov. 13, 2009, 123 Stat. 3007, pre-
sided that: “This Act lamending sections 568, §Ti, =nd
595 of thia Appendix and spacting provisioms set sot as
rotes under sections 558, 67L, xnd 695 of this Appendix]
may be tited as the '‘Military Spounyes Residency Relief
At
SEORT TETLE OF 1981 AMEBRDMBNT

Pub. L. 10812, §3, Mrr. 18, 1951, 105 Btat. 34, provided
thal: ~This Aot [enscting ssctions bIB, 592, and 583 of
this Appenddx, amending seclions 511 to 513, 515, 514,
525, 526, 530 to 532, 534, 535, H4¢ vo Bih, 547, 564 to 567, &76.
T4, 580, 583, 5B4, and 651 of this Appendix and sections
2021 and 2624 of Tltle 38, Veterans' Benelits, repealing
ssetion 548 of fhiz Appendix, and eoacting provisions
set oyt as poles under seotions 521 snd 53¢ of this Ap-
pandix and sections 2021 end 2024 of Tiole 38] may be
cited as the 'Boldiers’ and Ballors® Olvil Reliel Aok
Amendmenty of 1981,

. BHORT TITLE OF 1947 AMENDMBNT
Act Oct. &, 1942, ch, 581, §1, 56 Siat. 768, pwovided:
“That this Act [enacting sectiona 514 o 517, 526, 533 to
536, 674, and 00 of this Appendix and emecding secticns
513, 525, 530 to 532, 540 to 548, DGO, 5B, and 5712 of this Ap-

pendix] may be cited as the ‘Seldiers’ and Sailors' Tivik
Relis! Act Amendments of 1949

§502. Purpose

The ypurposes of this Aot [sections 501 to 515
and 5id to 588 of this Appenilix] are—

{1} to provide for, strengthen, angd expedite
the national defense through protection ex-
tended by this Act o servicemembers of ibe
United States to enabie such persons to devote
their entire energy to the defense neads of the
Nation; and

(2} to provide for the temporary suspension
of judicial and administrative proceedings and
transactions that may adversely affect the
civil rights of servicemembers during their
military sarvice.

{Eat. 17, 1948, ¢h. 888, §2, as added Pub. L. 108188,
§1. Dec. 18, 2003, 117 Stak. 2836.)
TITLE I—-GENERAL PROVISIONS
PRICE PROVISIONS

A prior seetion 510. act Och. LT, 1930, ch, 988, avt, I,
§100, 54 Btab. 2179, stated purposs of this Act, piior to
the general amendment of this Acl by Pub. L. 195189,

§511. Definitions

For the purpeses of this Act {ssctions 501 1o
515 and 518 to 566 of this Apperndixl:

{1) Bervicemember

The term “‘servicemembear’’ means a member
of the uniformed services, as that term is-de-
fined in section 10ica)5) of title 10, United
States-Code. '

(2) Military eerviee

‘The term “military service” means—
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such fterms in section 101 of the Servicemembers
Civil Relisf Act (50 U,8.C, App. 511 ’

Pub. L. 105-163, div. A, title VI, §850, Jan. 8,
2606, 115 Stat. 3337.)

The Servicemerbers Civil Relief Act, referred Lo in
subsess. (a) and (¢), Is aot Dot 17, 1940, ch. 888, 54 Star,
1178, as amendsd, which is olaszified to section 301 eb
seq. of this Appendix. For complete classification of
this Act to the Uode, see section 501 of this Appsndix
and Tabies.

CODIFICATION

Bection was enncted as part of the Nobtional Defenss
Anthorization Ach for Piscal Year 2006, and net as part
of the Servicemembers Civil Relied Ack which com-
prises seatlons 501 fo 515 and 516 to 596 of this Appencix.

§518, Exiension of rights and protections to re-
serves ordered to report for milftary service
and to persons ordered to report for induc-
tion

{a) Reserves oxrdered to report for military serv-
jea
A member of a reserve component who is or-
dered to report for military servies is entitied to
the rights and protections of this title and kitles
IF and III {sections 511 to B15, 516 to 518, 531 o
527, and B8l to 538 of this Appendix] during the
period beginning on the date of the member'sre-
ceipt of the order and snding on the date on
which the member reports for milltary service
(or, if the order is ravokad hefore the member so
reporty, or the date on which the order is re-
voked).

(&) Persons ordeved to repoxt for induction

A persont who has bean ordered to repord for
induction under the Military Selective Sevvice
Act (80 U.8.C. App. 451 % seq.) iz entitied to the
rights and protections provided a servicemamber
under this titiz and titles 1T and I3 [sections 511
to B15, 316 o 519, 521 £o 627, angd 631 to 588 of this
Appendix] during the period beginning on the
gate of receipt of the order for induction and
ending on the date on which the person reporis
for Induction (or, ¥ the order to repord for in-
éuotion 13 revoked before the date on which the
parson reports for induoction, on the date on
whickh the order is revoked),

{Oct. 17, 1040, ch, 388, titde I, $105, as added Pub.
i, 108188, §1, Dec, 19, 2043, 11T Stat. 2830.)

REFRIERCES IN TEXT

The Military Seleclive Service Aci, referred to o
subses. (D), 18 act Jone 24, 1948, ch. 625, B2 Stat, 604, as
axmended, which is clmssified principally 4o section 451
et seq. of this Appendiz. For complete clagsification of
this Act to the Code, zee Relereness in Text nete seb
ont under ssetion 551 of this Appendix and Tabizs.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 318, ack Oct. )7, 1940, ok, BBS, art. 1,
§i06, as adged Oot, § 1942, ch. 8BI, §4, 56 Stai, T
snended Pub. L. 3102-32, §8(5), Bar. 18, 2091, 185 Sitat, 35,
rplated 50 sxtension of benefits to persops ordered to
report for induction or military service, prior to the
generazl amendmant of this 4ot by Pub. L, 18189,
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§517. Waiver of rights pursuant to writien agree-
ment

(a) In general

A servicemember may waive any of the rights
and protectiong providsd by this Act [seciions

5 to-515 and-818-to 586 -of this-Appendizl: Aoy

such waiver that applies to an action Iisted in
subssction (b) of this section is effective only if
it is in writing and is execnted as an instrument
separate from the abligation or Hahiliky to
which it applies, In the case of a wajver that
permits ap azction dsscribed in subsection (b)),
the walver is effective only if made pursuant to
2 written agreement of the parties that is exe-
cuted during or sfter the servicemember's pericd
of mliitary service. The written agreement shall
specily the legal instrament to which the waiver
applies end, if the servicemember is not a parsy
10 that instrument. the servicemember com-
serned.
(b} Actions yequiring walvers in writing
The requirement in subsection {a) for & writ-
ten walver applies to the following:
(1) The modification, termination, or can-
celietion of-
(A) a contract, lease, or bailmaent; or
(B) an obligation secured by & mortgags,
trust, deed, lien, or obher security In the na-
ture of a mortgage.

(2} The rapossession, retention, foreclosure,
sale, forfeiturs, or taking possession of prop-
erty thatm—

(4} is security for any obligation: or
(B} was purchased or received under a con-
tract, lesse, or bailment,
{e} Promivent display of certein comtract rights
waivers

Any waiver in writing of a right or protection
provided by this Act [zectious 801 o 515 and 516
to 596 of this Appendix] that applies to a con-
tract, leaze, or similar Iegal instrument must De
in at least 12 point type.

{d} Coverage of periods affer nrders recsived

For the purposes of this section—

(1) B person to whom section 106 [section 516
of this Appendix} applies shail be considered to
be a servicemember; and

{2) the periad with Tespect to such o person
speeified in subsectlon {a) or (b}, as the crse
may be, of section 108 {section 516 of this Ap-
pendix} shall be considered to be a period of
ratlitary service.

{Oeh, 17, 1940, ¢h. 888, title I, §107, as Addsd Puhb,
Ia. J0B-18B%, §1, Deo, 19, 2008, 117 Stat, 2830; amend-
ed Pub. L. 108454, title VII, §702, Dec, 10, 2004,
118 Stat, 3624.)

PRICR PROVISIGNS

4 prigr stotisn 817, acl Det. 3T, 1040, ob, 88, ars. I,
§107, ne nddad Qct. 6, 1942, ch, 881, §4. 56 Btat. 770, relate
ed 16 effest on rights and remedies parsuant to written
sEretmants entered after commencemant of military
service, prioy H0 the gensral amendment of this Aot by
Pub. L. 108-189,

AMENDMENTS

20M--Buksec. {a). Pub. L, I#9-2b4, §702(13, inserted
rfter first senience: “Any sanh waiver that applies to
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who knowingly attemnts to do 3o, shall be
fined as provided in titie 18, United States
" Code, or Imprisoned for no: more than cne
yeaT, or buth,

{2) Preservation of other remeadies

:../The remedies and.righte provided under thia
section gre in addition to and 8o not preclude
any remedy for wronginl conversion otherwise
available under law $o the person clafming rs-
lief under this section, inclading consequen-
tial and punitive dameges.

(CGot, 17, 1940, ch. 888, titie IIT, §303, a3z addad
Pulb. L. 108-188, §1, Dec. 10, 2008, 117 Btat. 2847;
ainended Pub, I, 1310-288, &iv. B, 1itle I¥, §2203(n),
July 30, 2008, 122 Stat, 2849.)

AMENDMENT OF SUBSECTIONS {b) AND (o}

For termination of amendment by seclion
2203(c) of Pub. L. 110-288, ses Effecifve ond Ter-
mination Dales of 2008 Amentdment note below.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A pricr seciien 533, net Oct. 37, 194G, oh. BBS, ark. III,
§308, as added Qot. 6, 10472, ch, 581, §12, &8 Stat, 772, re~
lated o setflement of oases iavolving stayed proveed-
ings 5o foreclose morigage on, resume possession of, o
torminate coniract for purchase of, personal property,
prior £0 the ganera! amendment of this Aet by Pub. L,
108-189. See section 53¢ of this Appendiz.

Ancther prior section 583, act Oat, 1T, 194D, ch. 388,
axrt. TII, §303, 54 Stut. 1183, ralated to stay of sotion Lo
resuwme possessior of motor webicle, brackor, or their
actessories, ensumbered by purchase wmoney morteags,
conditional sales contrect, eto., prior to repeal by ach
Cot. 6, 188, b 581, §13, 38 Stat. 172,

AMENDMENTS

2088—Subsecs, (L), {c). Pub. L. 110-289 leroporarily
substituted "9 months" for 90 days™ in introdactory
provisions. See Elfective and Termination Dates of 2008
Ammendment note below,

EFFECTIVE AND TERMINATION DATES OF 2008
AMENDMENT '

Pub., L. 110-889, div. B, tifle T0, §2203(c), July 30, 2008,
122 Btab. 2866, provided thats

‘1) EFFECTIVE DATE.~The smendment meade by sub-
section (a) famending this ssotion] shall takes wifesy on
the date of epactiment of this Act [July 36, 2068).

*{Z2) SUNBET.—Tha amendments meade by subsection
(&) shall expire on December 31, 2000, Eifective Janunry
3, 2011, the provisions of subssctions (b} and (G) of sec-
tion 303 of the Bervicemembers Civil Relief Act (50
U,B.C. App. 533(b), i), as in eflect on the day hefars
the data of the snaciment of this Act [Jaly 38, 2008), are
horeby revived.”

§534. Seitloment of stayed cases relating to per-
sonal property

{a) Appraisal of property

When & stay is granted pursuan® to this Act
[sections 501 to 515 axd 518 to 596 of this Appen-
4ix] in a proceeding to forscloss a mortgage on
or o repossess personal properdy, or $o rescind
or terminate a cuntract {or the purchase of per-
songl propsrsy, the court mey appoint three dis-
interested parties to sppraise the proverty,
(b} Bguity payment

Based on the appraisel, and if undue hardship
to the servicamsmber's dependents will not re-
sulf, the court may order that the amount of the
servicemembper's equity in the property be paid

TITLE 58, APPENDIX—WAR AND NATIONAL DENENSER

Page 108

to the servicemember, or the servicemember's
dependents. as a condition of foreclosing the
mortgege, repossessing the property, or reseing-
ing or terminating the contract.

{Qet. 17, 1940, ch. 808, tivle III, §304, as added
- Pub, L..108-189, §1, Dec..18, 2003, 117 Stat. 2848.) -

Prior PROVISIONS

A prior section 534, act Get, 27, 1840, on, BBH, art, IIT,
§304, a8 bdded Oot. 6 1942, ol 581, 5i%, 56 Stab. T7%
minended Fub. T.. 102-12, § (%), Mar. 18, 1991, 105 Stat. 40,
related to terminatlon of leases by lessess, prior to the
gensral amendment of this Ack by Puh. L. 108-183, See
seetion 535 of this Appendix.

§5885. Termination of residential or motor vehicle
leages

{a) Termination by lessee
(1) Fn general

The lessee on a legse described in subseciion
(b) ™Ay, at the 1685085 ODLION, VBIBINALE The
leasa a1 any time affef—

T {A) the lessee’s eniry into military service;

or

(B} the date of the lessss’s military ordera
described in paragraph ()(B) or ({B) of sub-
section (b)), as the case may be,
2} Joint leases

A lessee's termination of a leass pursuant to
this subsection sball terminate any obligation
a dependent of the lesses may have under the
lease.

{b Covered leases .
This section applies 5o the following leases:
{1} Leases af ises

& Jeass of premises occupled, or ntended to
ke ocoupied, by & servicamember or a service-
member’s dependents for a residsntial, profes-
gional, business, agricultural, or similar pur-
posa iF

(A) the lease 1s executed by or on behalf of
& person who thereaiver and during the ferm
of the lease enters military service;, or

(B) the servicemember, while in military
service, exseutes the loase and thereafter re-
ceives military orderg for a permanent

change of stefion or Lo deploy with a mili-

tary unit, or as an individual in support of &

military operation, for & pericd of not less
then 36 days.
{2} Leases of motor vehicles

A lease of a motor vehicle used, or intended
o bae uged, by a servicemernber or p sorvice-
member’s dependents for persosnal or business
transportation jf—

{4} tha lease is executed by or on behalf of

a person who thereafter and during the term

of the lease enters military service under 2

call or order specifying a period of not jess

han 180 days {(or who entérs militery seevice
under a call or order specifying a period of

130 days or less and who, without & break in

service, rscsives orders extending the pericd

of militery service to a period of not less
than 180 days); or

(B} the servicemember, while in military
service, executes the lsase and therealter re-
celves milltary orders-—
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(3) for a chaxge of permancnt abation—
(I from a Iocabion in the continental
United States to a location sutside the
eoniinental Unibed States; or
{II} from 2z location in a Rtake outside

__the continenta) United States to any lo-

“cation cutside that Btate: oF

(i} to deploy with a military unit, or as
an individual in seppert of a military oper-
ation, for a period of not less than 180
days.

{c) Manner of terminastion
(1) In genern!

Termination of & lsase under subssction ()
is made—

(A) by delivery by the lessee of writien no-
tice of such termination, and & Gapy Of Lhe
sorvicemember's military orders, to the les-
sor {or khe lesgor's grantes), or to the les-
sor's agent (oxr the agend's grantes); and

(B) in the came of a Isase of a motor vehi-
cle, by return of the motor vehicle by the
lessee 5o the lessor (or the lessor's grantee),
or to the lessor’s agont (or the agent’s grant-
o), not later than 15 days affer the date of
the delivery of writter netice nnder subpara-
graph {(A).

{2y Delivery of notice

Delivery of notice wonder paragreph (1A
may be accomplished—
(A) by hand delivery;
(B) by private husiness carrier; or
(@) by placing the written notice in an en-
velope with sufficient postage and with re.
turn receiph requested, and addressed as des
ignated by the lessor (or the lessor's grant
ee) or to the lessor's amgent {or the agent's
grantes), and depositing the writben notice
in the United Stabes mails.
{d) Effective date of lease termination
{1} Lesse of premises

In the case of a leass described in subsecticn
(b1} that provides for monthly payment of
rent, termination of the lease ander sub-
section {a) is effective 30 days after the first
date on whidh the UExt Yenltal Deymens 18 Gue
and payable altor the date oIl Which Lhe RoLios
urnder subsection (o) is delivared. In the cass of
any olier lease d8sCribeéd in subsection (bX1),
termination of the lease under subzection (a)
is eifective on the last day of the month fol-
lowing the month in which the notice is deliv-
ered,

(2) Lease of motor vehicles

In the case of & lease described in subsection
{BX32), terminaifcn of the lease undsr sub-
sention (2} is effective on the day on which the
reguirements of subgection (¢} are met for
suech terminstion.
{e) Arrearages and other obligations and liabil-
ities

Rents or lease amounts unpaid for the peried
pregeding the effective date of the lease tesmi-
nation shall be paid on & provated basis. In the
case of the Jease of a motor vehicle, the lessor
may not impose an early termination charge,
but eny taxes, summonses, and title snd reg-
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istration fees and any obther obligation snd 1i-
ability of the lessee in accordapce with the
terms of the lease, including reasonable charges
to the lessee for sxcess wear, use and milesge,
that gre dre and unpaid at the time of termi-
the 1 Jpald by the

Hents or lease amounts paid in advance for a
pertod after the effective date of the termi-
nation of the lease shzll be refunded to the los-
se2 by the lessor (or the lessor's assignes or the
assignee’s agent) within 30 days of the effsctive
date of the termination of the lsase.

(&) Relief ic lessor

Upon application by the lessor to 2 court De-
Tore the termination date provided in Ehe writ-
ten notice, reilef granted by this seofdon to a
servicemember may be modified as justice ang
equity require.

(k) Penalties
(1} Misdemeanoe

Any person who knowicgly seizes, holds, or
detains the personal effects, security deposiv,
or other property of & servicemember or g
servicemember’s dependent who lawiully ter-
minates a lease covered by this seotion, or
who Enowingly interferes with the removal of
such property from premises coversd hy such
tease, for the purpose of subjecting or at-
templing to subject any of such property to a
claim for rent aceruing subsequent to the gate
of termination of such lease, or atiempts to do
50, shall be fined as provided in title 18, United
Sta.tes Code, or imprisoned for not more than
one year, or hoth.

(2) Preservation of other remedies

The remedy and rights provided under this
section sre in addition to and do not preclude
any remedy for wronglul conversion otherwise
available under Jaw to the person claiming re-
fef under this section, including zny award
for consequential or punitive damages,

{i) Definitions
£1} Military srders

The term “military orders”, with respect to
g gervicemember, means official miiitary or-
ders, or any notificaticn, certification. or ver-
ifieation from the servicernember's command-
ing officer, with respect to the gervice-
member’s ourrext or fature miHdtary doty
statns.

(2} ConUS

The term “continental TUnited States™
means the 48 coatigpuons States and the Dis-
trict of Columihis,

£0ct. 17, 1940, cob. 883, sitle 11, §305. as added
Pub. L. 108-189, §1, Des. 19, 2003 117 Stat. 3848;
amended Pub, L. 108-454, title VII, §704, Dec, 16,
2004, 118 Stat. 3624.)

PrIoB PROVISIONS

A prior ssction 535, act Got. 17, 1040, oh. 888, art, III,
§305, as added Cot. 5, 1942, ch. 543, §1., I8 Stat M3
amendad Poab. L. 102-12, §9£9;, Mar, 18, 1081, 105 8tat. 40,
related to protection of assignor of Hfe imsurance pol-
iy, emforcement of sterage liens, and penallies, prior
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§ 55-248.21:1. Early termination of rental agreement by military personnel.

A, Any; member of the armed forces of the United States or a. membcr of the National Guard serving

on full-time duty or as a Civil Service technician with the National Guard may, through the
procedure detailed in subsection B, terminate his rental agreement if the member (i) has received
permanent change of station orders to depart 35 miles or more (radius) from the location of the
dwelling wmit; (ii) has received temporary duty orders in excess of three months' duration to depart
35 miles or more (radius) from the location of the dwelling unit; (iii) is discharged or released from
active duty with the armed forces of the United States or from his full-time duty or technician status
with the National Guard; or (iv) is ordered to report to government-supplied quarters resulting in the
forfeiture of basic allowance for quarters,

B. Tenants who qualify to terminate a rental agreement pursuant to subsection A shall do so by
serving on the iandlord a written notice of termination to be effective on a date stated therein, such
date to be not less than 30 days after the first date on which the next rental payment is due and
payable after the date on which the written notice is given. The termination date shall be no more
than 60 days prior to the date of departure necessary to comply with the official orders or any
supplemental instructions for interim training or duty prior to the transfer. Prior to the termination
date, the tenant shall furnish the landlord with a copy of the official notification of the orders or a
signed letter, confirming the orders, from the tenant's commanding officer.

The landlord may not charge any liquidated damages.
C. Nothing in this section shall affect the tenant's obligations established by § 55-248.16.

D. The exemption provided in subdivision 10 of subsection A of § 55-248.5 shall not apply to this
section.

(1977, c. 427; 1978, c. 104; 1982, ¢, 260; 1983, c. 241; 1986, c. 29; 1988, c. 184; 2000, ¢. 750 2002,
c. 760; 2003, c. 742; 2006, c. s57; 2007, ¢. 252.)
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